
 

 

 

     
      

 

M E D I C A R E O P T I O N S 

Today’s Medicare is about choice. Medicare gives 
people different ways to get Medicare benefits, as 
well as tools to help people with Medicare make the 
best choice. 
Medicare has Part A (hospital insurance) and Part B 
(medical insurance). People with Part A or B can also 
enroll in Part D (Medicare prescription drug 
coverage). Medicare prescription drug coverage may 
help lower the person’s prescription drug costs and 
help protect against higher costs in the future. See 
pages 10 and 11 for more information. 
The Original Medicare Plan is a fee-for-service health 
plan that lets people with Medicare go to any doctor, 
hospital, or other health care provider who accepts 
Medicare. Medicare pays its share of an approved 
amount and the person with Medicare pays the rest, 
up to certain limits. People in the Original Medicare 
Plan must choose and join a Medicare Prescription 
Drug Plan if they want to get Medicare prescription 
drug coverage. 
Medicare Advantage Plans such as Medicare Health 
Maintenance Organization (HMO) Plans, Medicare 
Preferred Provider Organization (PPO) Plans, 
Medicare Private Fee-for-Service (PFFS) Plans, 
Medicare Special Needs Plans (SNPs), and Medicare 
Medical Savings Account (MSA) Plans are available 
in many areas of the country. If the person you care 
for joins one, he or she will get all Medicare-covered 
benefits through the plan. 
If the person you care for joins a Medicare Advantage 
Plan, the plan will usually provide Medicare prescrip-
tion drug coverage. A person who joins a Medicare 
Advantage plan does not need to (and is not allowed 
to) join a separate Medicare prescription drug plan. 
MORE OPTIONS: Medigap (Medicare Supplement 
Insurance) policies are sold by private insurance 
companies to fill “gaps” in Original Medicare Plan 
coverage, such as out-of-pocket costs for Medicare 
coinsurance and deductibles, or for services not covered 
by Medicare. A Medigap policy only works with the 
Original Medicare Plan. If the person you care for joins 
a Medicare Advantage (MA) Plan, he or she generally 
doesn’t need (and can’t use) a Medigap policy. 

www.aoa.gov 
The U.S. Administration on Aging site 
offers a wide variety of information for 
seniors and caregivers, including the 
Eldercare Locator. 

MEDICARE PART A 
(usually no premium) 

helps pay for inpatient 
hospital care, skilled 
nursing facility care 

following a hospital stay, 
hospice care, and some 

home health care. 

MEDICARE PART B 
(premium) helps pay 
for doctors’ services, 
outpatient hospital care, 
and some other medical 
services when they are 
medically necessary. 

Not covered by Part A or Part B: long-term custodial care in a nursing home. 

The Original Medicare Plan typically covers 80 percent of the Medicare-approved amount. Additional conditions will apply. 
* Certain limits and conditions may apply. 

** Except in limited situations. 

www.eldercare.gov To find out which insurance companies 
Use the AoA Eldercare Locator to learn sell Medigap policies in your area, visit 
about private insurance, community www.medicare.gov on the web. Under 
programs, Medicaid, and your closest “Search Tools,” select “Compare Health 
Area Agency on Aging (AAA) program. Plans and Medigap Policies in Your Area.” 
Or call 1-800-677-1116. Or, you can call your State Health 

Insurance Assistance Program (see page 
23 for their telephone number). 5 


